Orchidaceae is one of the two largest families in angiosperms. Orchids are popular owing to the most beautiful flowers they produce and due to their wide spread ethnobotanical importance. In this review, ethnobotanical uses and pharmacological activities of A. praemorsa is discussed by referring flora, journals, and search engines such as Google scholar, ScienceDirect and Pubmed. Ethnobotanical investigations have revealed the potential therapeutic roles of different parts of A. praemorsa. The orchid is used traditionally by for treating ailments such as stomachache, earache, backache, wounds, neuralgia, rheumatism, eye diseases, sciatica, cough and fracture. A. praemorsa is investigated for various pharmacological activities. Studies have revealed the potential of A. praemorsa to exhibit a range of bioactivities such as anticancer, antibacterial, antifungal, antioxidant and anti-inflammatory activities. In conclusion, A. praemorsa is an extensively used epiphytic orchid for medicinal purposes in several parts of the India and other countries. Major emphasis has to be given in order to conserve this medicinally important orchid species. A. praemorsa can be a promising candidate in terms of its pharmacological potential.
INTRODUCTION
The family Orchidaceae represents one of the highly evolved and most diverse group of angiosperms with about 29000 species (coming under roughly 880 genera) found distributed in different parts of the world. This is the second largest family next to Asteraceae and comprises approximately 8% of all vascular plants. The abundance as well as distribution of orchids vary from region to region and depends on climatic conditions. Orchids may be epiphytes, lithophytes, terrestrials or saprophytes depending upon the habit in which they are growing. Majority of orchids are epiphytic in nature. Many orchids are common in occurrence while some are rare and critically endangered. A high degree of endemism is also reported in certain species of orchids. Orchids exhibits significant diversity with respect to size, color and shape of the flowers. Orchids produce minute seeds whose germination is aided by fungal symbiosis. The existence and diversity of orchids is threatened by various factors such as over-exploitation, climate change and habitat loss (mainly due to anthropogenic activities, for e.g. deforestation). Orchids have found ethnobotanical significance. Orchids are well known for producing extremely beautiful flowers (with distinct pollination mechanisms) and hence, orchids are grown for ornamental purposes and also for generating income out of that. Besides, many orchid species are widely used traditionally all over the world as food and for treating various human and veterinary ailments. Different parts of the orchids such as roots, leaves and pseudobulbs have found medicinal values. Studies have shown the potential of orchid extracts and purified compounds from orchids to exhibit a myriad of pharmacological activities including antimicrobial, antiinflammatory, antioxidant, and anticancer activities 1-26 .
Orchids are widespread in distribution and are known to occur in tropical and temperate regions. India represents one of the biodiversity hotspots for orchids. Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats, Himalayas and North-east states of India harbor a variety of plant species including several orchid species, many of which are endemic to particular area. More than 1300 species of orchids belonging to about 180 genera are found in India. Many orchid species are used as food as well as medicinally in India for various treatment purposes. Indigenous medicinal systems such as Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha make use of several orchid species for remedy In Nagaland, the root paste is consumed orally in order to get relief from rheumatism 61 . 
Anti-inflammatory activity
Ethanolic and aqueous extracts obtained from whole plant of A. praemorsa were evaluated for anti-inflammatory activity by carrageenan-induced paw oedema model in rats. Aqueous extract was shown to exhibit significant anti-inflammatory activity when compared to ethanolic extract 88 . 94 revealed the antifungal effect of cow urine extract of A. praemorsa against Colletotrichum capsici and Fusarium oxysporum. Cow urine extract was more effective against C. capsici (50% inhibition) than F. oxysporum (11.90% inhibition). Table 2 shows more information on antifungal activity of A. praemorsa. 
Anticancer activity

